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The Montana Freemason is an official publication of 
the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons 
of Montana and is provided by the Montana Masonic 
Foundation, Inc. Unless otherwise noted, articles in this 
publication express only the private opinion or  assertion 
of the writer, and do not necessarily reflect the official 
position of the Grand Lodge. The jurisdiction speaks only 
through the Grand Master and the Executive Board when 
attested to as official, in writing, by the Grand Secretary. 

The Editorial staff invites contributions in the form 
of informative articles, reports, news and other timely 
information (of about 350 to 1000 words in length) that 
broadly relate to general Masonry. Submissions must be 
typed or preferably provided in MS Word format, and all 
photographs or images sent as a .JPG file. Only original 
or digital photographs or graphics that support the 
submission are accepted. 

All material is copyrighted and is the property of the 
Grand Lodge of Montana and the authors.

Subscription - the Montana Freemason Magazine is 
provided to all members of the Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M. 
of Montana. 

© 2012 Montana Masonic Foundation, Inc. All rights 
reserved. This  material may not be reproduced, displayed, 
modified or distributed without the express prior written 
permission of the copyright holder. 

When reprinted, articles should note:“Reprinted with 
permission of The Montana Freemason Magazine.

Please direct all articles and correspondence to :

Reid Gardiner, Editor
The Montana Freemason Magazine

PO Box 1158
Helena, MT 59624-1158 

mtglsec@grandlodgemontana.org
(406) 442-7774 

Articles submitted should be typed, double spaced 
and spell checked. Articles are subject to editing and Peer 
Review. No compensation is permitted for any article or 
photographs, or other materials submitted for publication. 
All photographs must be identified as to who took the 
photo and the names of the individuals who may appear 
in the photo. E-mail all photos and articles to the address 
above.

About the Cover

The cover artwork was provided courtesy of Great 
Falls artist Robert L. Stillwell. Mr. Stillwell works 
with the USAF 341st Missile Wing, Public Affairs 
Office, Malmstrom Air Force Base. Mr. Stillwell 
also graciously authorized us to use one of his other 
works, see page 20. 
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Greetings Brethren

So far this year I have had the opportunity to visit 
17 Lodges and several other events such as the First 
Annual Montana Masonic Youth Convention and 
the 150th Anniversary of Virginia City No. 1.  I look 
forward to many more visitations in the next few 
months and the opportunity to have fellowship with 
you.

Th e Montana Masonic Youth Convention was the 
fi rst ever combined event of Montana DeMolay and 
Job’s Daughters.  I had the privilege of address the 
group during the banquet and participate in the 
Installation of the new DeMolay State Offi  cer team.  
I am so impressed with these young men young 
ladies; they are a treasure for our fraternity. I have 
also asked that Montana DeMolay attend our 149th 
Annual Communication and again participate by 
conducting a degree and visiting with the Craft .

Virginia City was authorized to operate under 
dispensation (U.D.) on December 7, 1863 and held 
its fi rst meeting (U.D.) on February 27, 1863. Th e 
Lodge received its Charter on October 20, 1864, from 
the Grand Lodge of Kansas as Virginia City No. 43. 
It united January 24, 1866, with Montana No. 9 (now 
No. 2) and Helena City No. 10 (now No. 3) to form 
Grand Lodge of Montana. Th is Lodge was chartered 
January 26, 1866 by the Grand Lodge of Montana 
as Virginia City No. 1.  Th is sesquicentennial event 
is an signifi cant milestone for the Grand Lodge of 
Montana as it kicks of the commemorating Masonry 
in Montana.

With the Holidays fast approaching, I would like 
to take a moment to refl ect on the beauty of this time 
of year.  As we approach the end of the calendar year 
brings Th anksgiving, Christmas (and other religious 
observances), and the New Year Holidays. Our 
traditional celebratory observances are centered 
around family gatherings and enjoying friends. I 
will have other messages that will be sent out dealing 
with many of the upcoming holidays and events.  

When the seasonal mood strikes to think back on
the year and its meaning, please consider the simple 
basics and how important they are to Freemasonry. 

As I close this correspondence, I would like to 
remind everyone of the importance of the required 
observances that come about aft er the New Year. I 
encourage all to fi nd the internal drive to make the 
occasions meaningful, and all Masonic functions. 

Don Cerovski, Grand Master

Greetings from the Grand East
Don Ceroski, Grand Master
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Brothers and Friends,

This year marked the 1st Montana Masonic Youth Convention. Montana DeMolay and Montana Job’s 
Daughters teamed up for a fun filled, jam packed weekend. Although there were some bumps in the 
road, the weekend turned out to be fantastic for all involved.

Two new members were initiated into DeMolay on Friday afternoon, with a complete initiation which 
included both Degrees. On Friday evening, both Job’s and DeMolay performed a Joint Formal opening 
to kick off the weekend of General Sessions.

The General Sessions included  legislation items, which is more than Montana DeMolay has had in 
several years. These legislation items included some major proposed changes that would affect changes 
in the bylaws.     There were 3 legislation items that pertained to changing the DeMolay State Officers 
Core, and the one that pasted allowed the State Chapter to add or remove State Offices (elected and 
appointed) as the membership for Montana changes.

One major item that passed included a legislation on giving the State Chapter guidelines on how to deal 
with a situation if an active member is caught at an event using drugs or alcohol. This was a big step for 
us as we have never had solid guidelines on how to deal with this situation. The boys were adamantly in 
support of this legislation and passed with no opposition.

The weekend ended with our Grand Banquet, Montana Miss Job’s Daughters election and the Installation 
of Montana DeMolay’s New State officer Core. After which was the Grand Ball which went off without 
a hitch, thanks to awesome DJing of DAD Josh Williams of Helena. All in all it was a fantastic weekend 
filled with brother and sisterhood, Ritual completions, and heated debate on Legislation Items.

I want to thank everyone involved in making the first Montana Masonic Youth Convention and 
tremendous success. Without you, I don’t think we could have done it. I would also like to thank our 
Grand Master Don Cerovski; Deputy Grand Master Brian Murphy; Grand Secretary Reid Gardiner; and 
Brother Justin’s Grandfather and Grandmother for helping out with the installation. It is always amazing 
to see the support or our sponsoring body, Grand Lodge of Montana. You gentleman are great!

I hope you all have a great year, and Montana DeMolay looks forward to attending the 201 Grand Lodge 
of Masons of Montana and performing what proves to be another great initiation.

Thank you all again

Fraternally,

DAD Shawn Ratchford (3) – State Ritual Advisor

Overveiw of the First
Montana Masonic Youth Convention
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Montana Masonic Youth Convention
October 17-18, 2014

Formal Opening with HQ Hannah 
Rutherford in the East.

SDMC Justin Johnson attending the Altar for 
Formal Opening.

MOM Jade, Brothers Danny and 
Justin in rare form.

Brothers Colton and Zach before Formal Opening

DAD Sam and DAD Shawn 
posing with some Jobies 
from back in the day, Becky 
Brown, Leslie Hanson, Susie 
Hanson and Tia Snyder.

MOM Jade getting some love

Masonic Youth  gathering before the Grand 
Banquet.



Page 7

Montana Freemason                                         November 2014                             Volume 90   Number 3

Jobies getting pretty for the Roaring 20s 
Masquerade Ball.

Brothers Danny and Justin attempting a 
Convention “Selfie”.

Dancing the Night away

Deputy Grand Master Brian Murphy and Grand 
Master Don Cerovski with Ross C Jensen Chapter, 
Garrett McCauley 1st place in ritual for reverence for 
sacred things. Joe St John took 1st place for initiatory 
obligation. Joe was also named DeMolay of the year!

SDMC-elect Zach, Ritual Director Danny and 
Sweetheart Hannah Rutherford and State Princess 
Laura Bruce doing what they do best.

I feel like dancing tonight,
I’m gonna party like it’s my civil right,
(everybody get kinda awesome).
It doesn’t matter where, I don’t care if 
people stare, (Woah!)
'cause I feel like dancing tonight.
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Justin Johnson being Collared as the new SMC.

Justin Johnson taking his SMC obligation.

Past State Master Councilors assiting in Collaring Brother 
Justin Johnson.

The newly elected and appointed State Officers, Colton Mathes, 
Danny Johnson, Zach Clausen and Justin Johnson.

The newly installed State Officers with the 
Installing Team.

Brother Jacob McDonald (left) receiving his 
Majority Service.

Deputy Grand Master Brian Murphy and 
Grand Secretary Reid Gardiner presenting the 
flag during Installation.
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Legion of Honor recipients giving their obligation at the altar.
Present and new Legionnaires from the Helena 
Preceptory.

That is what we call team work (maybe Brother Yee 
does not agree.) Hula Hoop races, or that is what DAD Dan said they

were.

DAD Dan and DAD J.D. 
...looking a bit perplexed.

Not sure if they think it is team work or just someone 
trying to steal the egg.

 luftballons

Brother Colton and 
Brother Tony protecting 
their precious “Baby”.



Page 10

World Famous Helena Lodge No.  3 
Past  Masters Night

Helena Lodge No. 3 held its annual Past Masters 
Night on Monday, October 21st. Fourteen of  
the sixteen living Past Masters attended. Prior to 
recognizing the Past Masters a Prime Rib dinner was 
held for 50 members, family and candidates.

A presentation was given by Senior Chief  and 
Brother Lewie Fletcher centered around the 239th 
Birthday of  the United States Navy.
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Traditionally the Feast of St. John, the Baptist, is 
celebrated on June 24th and the Feast of St. John, 
the Evangelist, on December 2th. The two dates fall 
at the time of the summer and winter when the sun 
attains its greatest north or south declination when it 
apparently stands still for a short time before turning 
in its course. These are known as the summer and 
winter solstices.

Within the Grand Lodge of Montana we conduct the 
Holy Saints (Sts.) John observance or Feast of Sts. 
John, during the month of January. Our Constitution 
and Code identifies this as one of the required 
observances and that annually, 
every lodge shall hold the following 
observance: Holy Saints John Day, 
“during the month of January, 
excluding Sunday, which shall 
consist of a tyled table lodge and a 
luncheon or dinner.”

Particular care should be taken 
to see that the observance is 
conducted in the proper spirit of the 
occasion, with the utmost dignity 
and decorum, should be small 
and intimate, thereby providing 
opportunity for Masonic fellowship 
at its best.

The early Greeks and Romans dedicated their temples 
and sacred things to some god. To the ancients the 
sun was the source of power. They observed the 
course of the sun through the year and knew that 
at one period the sun brought them warmth, new 
vegetation, bountiful crops and with it all, a new 
source of energy and hope. Then the sun, after a 
fruitful season, left them and they felt the cold, the 
grains in the field failed to flourish, and all nature 
seemed to sleep. The ancients knew that, after due 
time, the friendly sun in its cycle would come back 
to them bringing again light, warmth, food and hope. 
It is significant to note that the two festival days of 
the Saints John fall at these two seasons - first when 
the sun is nearest, and second, when the sun has 
reached its northern-most summit and again turns 
toward the south.

Both St. John the Evangelist and St. John the Baptist 
have been called the patrons of the fraternity down 
through the ages because they are said to have 
exemplified the principles of Freemasonry in their 
daily lives by their deeds and their words. 

It is because Masonry regards the character and 
internal qualifications of a man - not the exterior 
appearances - that these two men are called the 
patrons of this great fraternity. They exemplified 
those internal qualifications that made the TRUE 
MAN. Masonry honors them because they were the 

examples of the Golden Rule, the 
practice of virtue, love for their 
fellow-men and love for their God.

Required Observance - The Feast of Sts. John
Compiled by: Jack R. Levitt
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IMPROVING RITUAL PRESENTATION
Brian Murphy, Deputy Grand Master

There is much more to getting a message across than just pronouncing words. Much depends on word 
emphasis, volume, speed, pronunciation and enthusiasm.

While Geometry is employed by the “working” Mason, rhetoric is greatly needed when presenting lectures 
and ritual.

It is not enough to work hard at memorizing and getting the words just right, there is much more to effective 
communications. Major thought must be given to the one receiving the words and ideas. This is done through 
the development of the practices that make for complete understanding and a pleasing experience.

Elocution is another word for rhetoric and is defined as “The art of effective public speaking.” It is indeed an 
art, because it requires study, practice and concentration on basic principles. It involves proper pronunciation, 
loudness, correct speed of speaking, proper emphasis on key words, and breath control.

The following are essential to the basic elements of elocution and rhetoric:

Understanding - The presenter must understand the full meaning of the words and their purpose.

Projection - A ‘big voice’ must be employed so that all in the room can hear.

Enthusiasm - Dull, monotone speech communicates lack of interest, which comes through the manner 
of delivery. The better we understand the deep meaning of our ritual, the more effective we will be in 
communicating it enthusiastically. 

Speed Of Talking - There is a great temptation in recitation of a memorized piece to hurry and get it over with 
as soon as possible. Pausing or talking slowly brings fear to some that they will lose concentration and forget 
the words. Speech that is too rapid is annoying to the listener, harder to comprehend, and also conveys a lack 
of enthusiasm.

Pausing - One of the most effective elements in elocution. In addition to a slow, deliberate speed of talking, 
taking an occasional break not only helps the speaker to get a breath, but conveys a specific message to the 
listener. “Pay attention to what I am about to say because it is IMPORTANT!”

Key Words - Not every word in a lecture, or even in normal conversation, has the same importance. Thought 
should be given to emphasizing key words and phrase. This is a critical element in effective elocution. 
Emphasize the last word in a sentence of phrase when appropriate. A good tendency is to consciously 
emphasize the last word when you come to a break.

SUMMARY:

Talk loudly enough to be heard by all.

Talk slowly enough to be easily understood.

Talk enthusiastically.

Pause at appropriate times.

Emphasize key words.

Emphasize the last word of a sentence, where appropriate.
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Montana Masonic College
Lewis K. Smith RWSGW & Gerald Anderson RWJGW

Planning is in the works to hold four Masonic 
Colleges in Montana during this Masonic year. The 
format has evolved slightly as we have spoken with 
three District Meetings on the proposed concept. 
We are currently looking at having the meetings take 
place in four host sites, one north, one south, one east 
and one west. The District Officers in those areas are 
contacting Lodges in those Districts to host the on-
site Colleges. In addition, we are looking to broadcast 
those colleges to at least two locations in each of  the 
other Districts so that you do not have to travel all over 
the State to attend them. This will be done using Go To 
Meeting, an internet based program which will allow 
the remote sites to view and hear the presentations.  
Further, you will be able to ask questions by texting 
the questions to the sites for the Speaker to address.  
We will also have four Guest Speakers to talk about 
such things as membership, retention and the meaning 
of  various Masonic topics at each College.  There will 
be a college in each of  the months of  January through 
April, and the curriculum will be repeated at the March 
and April Colleges in case you cannot attend the 
January and February Colleges. If  you would like to 
present a topic or know someone who would be good 
at presenting a topic, contact either of  us by e-mail 
or phone. We are in the Directory and on the Grand 
Lodge Website.  

The 2015 Masonic College is tentatively scheduled 
for the following dates: January 10th, January 24th, 
February 7th and February 21st. 

The tentative locations are: 
• Glendive 
• Havre
• Bozeman 
• Missoula

Topics that will be covered include: 
• Leadership
• Mentoring
• Membership Development
• Membership Retention
• Secretary & Treasurer management
• Stated Meetings
• Lodge Budgeting
• Masonic Observances
• Available Education
• Communication and Social Media
• Conducting a Rusty Trowel meeting
• Drafting and submitting Resolutions
• Masonic Hall of  Fame Submissions
• Civility
• Lodge Adoption Program
• Lodge Instructor management

For more information contact your District Officer or 
Lewis Smith, RW Sr. Gr. Warden at 406 560-1602  or
Jerry Anderson RW Jr. Gr. Warden at 406 544-1038
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The lessons, obligation, and duties of  the first degree 
might seem the easiest to meet, but they seem to be 
the hardest for us to practice on a daily basis. As a 
DeMolay, I was given a set of  seven precepts that I 
was to use to govern my actions on a regular basis. I 
might not have been the best at consistently practicing 
all of  them. But, I would tell myself, “It’s okay, I am 
just a kid.” We are men. As Masons, we are not allowed 
to pick and choose the virtues we practice. We all took 
the same obligation and, although it might be hard, 
we must practice Brotherly Love, Relief  and Truth. We 
must govern our actions agreeably to the dictates of  
Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence, and Justice.

The best way to apply that which you have learned is to 
internalize those teachings rather than just regurgitating 
them. Memorizing ritual is something that all of  us 
have done and, for some, it comes easier than others, 
but do we understand it? I recall that my eighth grade 
English teacher, Mrs. Davis, made us memorize the 
poem, Oh Captain, My Captain by Walt Whitman. 
Once we memorized it, we were to recite it to the 
class for a grade. It was a very easy task for me. It was 
not until four years later, when I was a senior in High 
School that I learned the poem was about Abraham 
Lincoln and appreciated the meaning. Even if  we are 
able to memorize and recite our ritual, it is important 
that we understand what we are saying. Also, when 
we internalize our ritual it becomes a part of  us. As a 
result, it is much easier to apply and practice.

Internalizing the ritual requires each one of  us to 
practice our virtues on a daily basis with Masons 
and Non-Masons. Practicing our virtues with other 
Masons should not be difficult because we are well 
aware that we cannot fake our way through a fraternal 
interaction the way we might on a job interview or 
first date. Unfortunately, we are not always mindful 
of  practicing our virtues with all Masons. We often 
fall into the trap of  catering more to those holding 
leadership positions within our fraternity, because 
human instinct dictates that we should be looking to 
improve our own positions. We might ask ourselves, 
“What can this person do for me in the future?” and/
or “How can they help me to gain such notoriety and 
distinction?” The truth is that we are all here for each 
other. The actions of  one Mason, good or bad, reflect 
on every single one of  us. Just as we don’t get to pick 
and choose which tenets and virtues we practice, we 
don’t get to pick and choose which Masons we practice 
them with. The same holds true for those who are 
not Masons. We must practice our tenets and virtues 
with all people. We may never get a second chance to 

In my travels throughout this year, which has included 
conversations with many of  you, I have discovered 
something that is fundamentally important: each 
Mason comes to a crossroads in Freemasonry. Does 
he casually take the obligation and maintain his current 
status quo or does he strive to truly understand and 
apply the exceptional components of  our craft? Our 
teachings provide a foundation for each Mason’s life, 
which guides his overall conduct. The foundations of  
our ritual – our Masonic teachings – are having the 
impact that they were intended to have. Our members 
are more aware that their words and actions impact 
how we are viewed as individuals and as members of  
Freemasonry.

Our members are committing to our craft and have a 
growing desire for education to understand the ritual 
on a deeper level. Our candidates are seeking a deeper 
connection to what it means to be a Freemason today. 
There is a thirst for more scholarly works on the 
history of  Masonry. There is a surge in understanding 
the subtle points of  our ritual that are more profound 
than we might think, such as the geometric shape 
that is formed with the rods of  the Senior and 
Junior Deacons at the altar. Focusing on all parts of  
our ritual and how they fit together is paramount to 
understanding our heritage from operative Masons 
and our connection to a Supreme Being. As is set forth 
in our first degree lecture, “When the whole building 
was completed its several parts fitted together with 
such exact nicety that it had more the appearance of  
the work of  the Supreme Architect of  the Universe 
than that of  Human Hands.” Our needs are the same 
as those of  our earliest brothers—they were seeking 
something that was not found in their daily lives – 
beyond the church, their career, and their status in 
society. They were looking for something that would 
lead them on a path of  completeness. There was a 
need to be part of  something that would allow them 
to be with like-minded individuals. We all come to the 
fraternity looking for similar things.

Our first experience in the Lodge is our initiation. 
Each of  us must understand that, although we have 
advanced through the degrees, the lessons imparted 
during the first degree are to remain with us. Once we 
have been passed to the degree of  Fellow Craft and are 
raised to the degree of  Master Mason, we tend to forget 
what we have learned in preceding degrees. We must 
be mindful that no matter how long we have been part 
of  this fraternity we are continually striving to meet 
the guidelines given to us as an Entered Apprentice 
Mason.

Brian Bezner, Grand Orator, Grand Lodge of California 2013-2014Brian Bezner, Grand Orator, Grand Lodge of California 2013-2014Brian Bezner, Grand Orator, Grand Lodge of California 2013-2014

The Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a MasonThe Crossroads of a Mason



Page 15

Montana Freemason                                         November 2014                             Volume 90   Number 3

review. This has nothing to do with the brothers that 
serve on the committee or their completed work. It is 
because somewhere along the way we de-valued our 
fraternity and our teachings. We may have failed in our 
investigation of  a prospect to determine whether he is 
a man of  right mind and right intentions. As Masons, 
we must treat our lodge and our fraternity as our own 
family. Those of  you who are married are well aware 
of  the vetting process that takes place when evaluating 
a potential mate. For some, it might be more detailed 
and involved than it is for others, but it is present. The 
overarching concern in the vetting process is whether 
there is trust on both sides and how that trust can be 
maintained. When we are charged with investigating a 
potential member of  our fraternity, we should recall 
the importance of  trust. We can ill afford to have a 
member who brings harm into our lodge. We must 
remember our first entrance into the lodge to avoid 
bringing anything offensive or defensive into the lodge 
whereby its peace and harmony would be disturbed. 
This will make our lodges safe places to practice our 
ritual and strengthen fraternal bonds without suspicion. 
When we focus on quality, both sides win.

As trustful members of  Freemasonry, each of  us must 
be proud that we are Masons. We must develop the 
ability to discuss our fraternity with others, highlighting 
our own passion for it. We should never fear telling 
others we belong to this fraternity. When asked why 
we belong, we should be able to discuss the merits of  
the fraternity in general. More importantly, we should 
be able to explain the merits of  the fraternity for us 
specifically. Conveying someone else’s passion or using 
someone else’s words as your own is easy. Exhibiting 
your own passion for the fraternity that has given you 
so much and continues to do so on a regular basis 
takes deep reflection. As you go into the world outside 
of  our lodges and you find yourself  wearing a Masonic 
lapel pin, you should be able to explain what it means 
to you expressing your own passion.

One of  the merits of  our fraternity about which I am 
proud is our collective strength in helping our members 
and our communities. Earlier this year, I spoke at 
the dedication of  a baseball field and emphasized 
teamwork. There is a belief  in our present-day society 
that there is no longer a need for teamwork or worse 
that there is no place for it. We have become a society 
of  individuals who think that assistance from others 
isn’t necessary because they are able to do things on 
their own. Even when we are given assistance from 
someone else to meet a goal, we often fail to give 
proper credit. Our lodges and our fraternity are a team, 
and it is our collective strength that allows us to be 
of  assistance to so many people throughout the state, 
the country, and the world.  It is our ability to work as 
a team that allows us to achieve the level of  success 

perform a kind deed, say hello, or just smile. Common 
courtesy implies that all of  those things are expected 
of  us. It doesn’t matter that those people might know 
that we are Masons. Masonry has given us a foundation 
to practice what is right and a place to understand 
the importance of  doing good at all times.  It is our 
responsibility to show that to the world.

In addition to understanding the teachings of  
Freemasonry, we must engage our members as officers 
and key figures within the lodge regardless of  their 
length of  time in the fraternity. I like to call this guided 
ambition. Most of  our current Lodge Masters have 
been Master Masons for only 5 years! This means that 
these men were initiated into their lodges and jumped 
right into positions of  leadership. This could be that 
the lodge was in need of  officers or it could be that 
the individual was inspired to get involved quickly. 
Millennials, as they are affectionately referred to, have 
ambition and believe that they can take on anything. 
Ambition and belief  are great things if  they are guided 
in a positive direction. We cannot let these young 
Masons accept more responsibility than they can 
handle. It is admirable that they want to be involved in 
the various service and philanthropic components of  
our Craft. It is great that they want to go through the 
line as quickly as possible to become a leader of  the 
lodge. It is praiseworthy that they want to be involved 
with as much as possible at the lodge, district, division, 
and Grand Lodge level. However, misguided youth 
and ambition can lead to disaster, burnout, and the loss 
of  talent that, properly honed, could return dividends 
for years to come.

In order to find this kind of  talent and ambition, it 
is important that you show interest in the visitors to 
your lodge in order to see if  Masonry is actually what 
they are seeking. When an individual comes to your 
lodge and states that he would like to become a Mason, 
you should take an interest and ask questions. Does he 
want to become a Mason because he watched National 
Treasure or read Angels and Demons and thought, “I 
want to do that?” Or has he reached a point in his 
life where he feels that there is something missing 
and his research has led him to Masonry? Our current 
membership is far more knowledgeable regarding 
Masonry than previous generations due to the amount 
of  information that is accessible electronically. We 
must be aware of  the information the visitor has and 
determine whether our fraternity has what they are 
looking for.  

Ultimately, it is important that we focus on the quality 
of  our membership rather than the quantity. If  we 
are a group of  men of  the highest quality, others 
will want to join us. Since I joined Masonry, the one 
committee that I wish was no longer necessary is trial 
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that we have in our programs. When we understand 
our individual strengths and weaknesses we are able to 
be a more collaborative force. By connecting ourselves 
based on these individual traits we are able to achieve 
the best possible outcome and cements our collective 
strength.

As each Mason continues to face this Crossroads, let 
us always be mindful of  our obligations. We should 
be guided by what we are as an organization and what 
we want to be remembered for as individuals. Coach 
Yurak was my religion teacher during my senior year of  
high school. I went to an all-boys school, so he would 
often discuss our individual legacy. He would ask the 
class, “What kind of  legacy do you want to leave in 
this world?” Some people believe that leaving a legacy 
is simply passing on the family name. However, Coach 
Yurak and I were each blessed with two daughters. 
We understand that our legacy is not in a name but in 

the character of  the children that we build. This has 
everything to do with how we act during our lives and 
has nothing to do with our names. Integrity is based 
on our actions when nobody is there to see it. Our 
character is guided by our obligations that we make 
with our fraternal brothers, with our families, and with 
our friends. We made these obligations, we know what 
they are, and we must follow-through. Idle obligations 
mean little to all that hear them especially ourselves—
never promise anything you cannot deliver. Your 
legacy is more than your name, and our obligations are 
more than just words. The opportunity to strengthen 
our fraternity is within each of  us, the opportunity to 
strengthen our communities is within each of  us, and 
the opportunity to strengthen ourselves is within each 
one of  us and it starts today. Above all, my brothers, 
the path we take on this crossroads will ensure an 
individual and organizational legacy.
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there.   These lessons, or lectures, or really discussions 
would take another hour or more, taking up more of our 
lessons than the actual proficiency work.   

By the time I had managed to commit the entire sequence 
of Questions and Answers, Obligations and signs to 
memory, he had also ensured that I had learned a good 
deal about freemasonry, and its history.   Looking back 
now I realize that the way he mentored me provided a 
good solid base for my Masonic journey.   I had tools 
and knowledge that greatly helped me understand what 
I was doing, how freemasonry was organized, and what 
freemasonry was.  He also gave me tools to work with to 
enhance my Masonic Education even more.     

Looking back now, I think one of the most beneficial 
changes was allowing the lodges to conduct business on 
the Entered Apprentice and Fellowcraft degrees, allowing 
the new brothers to attend the lodge meetings while 
working on their degrees.  However, I am not so sure that 
the change in the proficiency requirements was the best 
of changes.   I understand that in some cases the shorter 
memorization requirement is needed, but I also think that 
the newly made brothers loose much from not knowing 
the entire Question and Answer portion of the proficiency, 
and more importantly loosing that extra time working with 
their mentor to learn the extra things about freemasonry 
that comes from the informal lessons shared by the learned 
brother who is mentoring them one on one, over a period 
of weeks.    There is something special that is lost from 
the extended time sitting with a well-informed brother 
who is explaining and teaching broader, comprehensive 
masonic lessons, rather than just those minimally required 
to advance.   I have to wonder if that extensive, one-on-
one mentoring and development of masonic understanding 
is not part of the problem with the current masonic 
membership participation and retention.   

I often hear that “mentoring” is something lodges should 
be offering, but it also seems to me that the incentive to 
produce a viable mentoring program has been lost, not 
because it isn’t good, but because it isn’t really supported 
by the reduced minimal requirements, and the need to 
spend ample time learning more than just the bare bones 
basic minimum of instructions.   Perhaps if the emphasis 
was placed more on spending sufficient quality time in 
instruction and learning, rather than just the minimum 
amount of time to move on the retention and involvement 
of members would improve. 

I am approaching my 30th anniversary as a Master Mason, 
and have been reflecting back on the changes that I have 
seen take place in Montana Freemasonry.   One of the 
things that really pops out is the change in the process of 
becoming proficient in the 3 degrees, and how mentoring 
has changed over the past 3 decades.

When I was initiated, passed and raised, it was a major 
lodge event.  There were fully staffed degree teams, and a 
number of brothers on the sidelines to witness the events.   
But more importantly, after the degree I was coached and 
mentored extensively in preparation of the next degree.   
My mentor was the late Worshipful Brother Elton Andrew.   
We would meet at his home on a Saturday afternoon, or 
maybe a weekday evening, and he would spend half an 
hour to 45 minutes working on teaching me to return 
the proficiency.   Now, it is important for the younger 
members to realize that back then proficiency was what 
is now sometimes referred to as the “Long Proficiency.”  
We not only memorized the obligation and signs, but the 
entire Questions and Answers (Now usually only given 
as a lecture after the degree by a couple of brothers.)   I 
can assure you I am neither a gifted actor, nor a ritualist, 
and learning the entire catechism of the questions and 
answers was even more daunting that just learning the 
obligation.   I admit I really struggled trying to commit 
all of that language into my memory. I was sure I would 
never learn that whole proficiency.  However, I did learn 
it well enough to pass, and even now, nearly 30 years on, I 
can still do the questions and answers part of the lectures, 
with just a little brushing up.   And, It is my opinion that 
having learned those Q & As, made learning other parts of 
the ritual much easier.

At that time Entered Apprentices and Fellowcrafts were 
not allowed to attend regular meetings, only Master 
Masons could actually attend Lodge communications.   
The candidate received his degree, and then only retuned 
to either return his proficiency, or to receive his next 
degree.   The lodge would open on the Master Mason 
Degree, drop down to the lower degree and admit the 
candidate long enough to demonstrate his proficiency, or 
receive his degree.  Then he would leave the lodge, and 
the lodge would close that degree and return to the Master 
Mason degree.   

After Worshipful Brother Elton had worked with me on 
the piece of memorization for that session, so I could go 
home and work repeating it from memory for the next 
few days or week he would then start in on a discussion 
about freemasonry, its history, its protocols, symbols and 
terms, among other tidbits of interest.  Mostly he used the 
Coaches Handbook as a guide and would expand from 
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DeMolay DeMolay DeMolay 
Legion of HonorLegion of HonorLegion of HonorLegion of Honor

Th e DeMolay Legion of Honor 
is the highest honor a DeMolay 
advisor or Senior DeMolay can 
receive from DeMolay International 
for outstanding commitment to our 
order.

Th is year 14 amazing men received 
this Honor, with Brother Bruce Lahti, 
Grand Treasurer presiding over as 
Grand Commander; Brian Murphy, 

Deputy Grand Master as Marshal; Jack Levitt-PGM, 
Commander in the South; and Reid Gardiner, Grand 

The 2014 Inductees are as follows: Daniel Massey (149), Donald R. Slaybaugh (64, 89,152), John 
Barrows (51), Leslie A. Saisbury (5),   Thomas Earl Holman (24), Shawn Thomas Ratchford (3), Thomas 
Lund, PGM (38),  Jeremy Dean Olsen (105), Michael Monsos, Owen Brooks Robinson, Charles Joseph 
Stein (128), Mark Wilson, Robert Svend Wind (33), William Lawrence Wind (33). 

Secretary as Commander in the West. Herald-Bob 
Kampfer; 1st Preceptor-Keith Olsen; 2nd Preceptor-
Dennis Massey; 3rd Preceptor-Bruce McGinnis; 
4th Preceptor-Lance Averett; 5th Preceptor-Trever 
Howard; 6th Preceptor-Mike Peet; 7th Preceptor-
Jacob McDonald, SMC. Th is marks the biggest 
Legion of Honor induction in many years. Th ese 14 
men have shown great support for our order, and 
many of them were senior DeMolays themselves. 

Th e Red Cordon is given to men who were active 
members of the order in their youths, the White 

Cordon is given to honorary inductees who have 
given great support for the order, but were not 
active members. 

Th e ceremony was performed beautifully and 
included current Legion of Honor members, and 
Active DeMolays. For some of us (myself included) 
who received the honor, it was an emotional 
ceremony.   It marked yet another period were we 
felt so privileged to be a part of such an amazing 
organization. To get this award is truly and honor, and 
shows the commitment these fi ne gentlemen have to 
Th e Order of DeMolay.

I want to say Congratulations too all of you and 
hope that you continue to provide DeMolay with 
your knowledge and support. Th ere is no time like 
the present to show the young men what it means 
to be a DeMolay and show them what this Order 
has meant to all of us throughout our lives. Th ank 
You again for everything you do for our order!

DAD Shawn Ratchford – State Ritual Advisor 
and Legion of Honor Recipient
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Brothers James and Brus Layson of Helena No.3, both 
graduates of Carroll College and both embarked upon 
medical careers, have received their White Coats.

The White Coat marks the student’s transition from the 
study of preclinical to clinical health sciences. New 
medical students slip on their white coats, a momentous 
and exciting occasion that marks the beginning of 
their careers. It also symbolizes professionalism, 
caring and trust, which they must earn from patients. 
The ceremony “welcomes those embarking on their 
medical careers to the community of physicians by 
giving them this powerful symbol of  compassion 
and honor”according to Vice Chair  of Education 
and Faculty Affairs at New York University School 
of Medicine- March S. Hochberg, MD. “It also gives 
them a standard against which they must measure their 
every act of care to the patients who trust them.”  But 
“being a Doctor does not mean being set apart by the 
white coat or about being a higher authority or stature, 
but rather by being an unselfish healer and putting the 
needs of your patients and their families above  yours 
at all times,” according to Dr. Flotte.  There are many 
variations, but perhaps the most common is to hold the 
white coat ceremony when the student begins working 
with patients in hospitals.

          

Brother James “J.T.” Layson, member of Helena 
Lodge No.3, received his White Coat on October 
11th at Midwestern University Airizona College of 
Osteopathic Medicine.

Brus Layson (left above) an Entered 
Apprentice with Helena Lodge No. 
3, received his White Coat in August 
from Western Univeristy of Health 
Sciences- Pomona, California. 

With the continued resurgence of young men seeking 
to join Masonic lodges, it is very interesting to see 
articles with a different slant in the Montana Masonic 
News. I know that it is important to remember 
historical events and to note anniversaries of longevity. 
They continue to remind us of our roots and cause us 
to pause and give thanks to all who paved our path. 
I would encourage other young Masons or their 
families to submit articles to The Montana Freemason 
magazine that note their accomplishments. These fine 
young men that are joining our lodges have interesting 
stories to tell and we need to hear them. It helps to 
teach us what a wonderful group they are. Masonry 
in Montana is not only alive and well but young 
and vibrant. KEEP LEADING THE WAY YOUNG 
BROTHERS! 
                                                       - Jim Axelson (22) 

KEEP LEADING THE WAY YOUNG BROTHERS! 
Reid Gardiner (3)
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William Daniel Bernier was born to Walter E Bernier 
and Louise C ‘Jahn’ Bernier on November 11, 1915 in 
Augusta, Montana. Bernier grew up on the family ranch 
south of  Augusta, not too far from Bowman’s Corner 
on Flat Creek next to the Rocky Mountain front. To 
his family and most of  his friends he was known as 
“Laddie”. 

William joined his father’s Masonic Lodge, Augusta 
Lodge No. 54. He was initiated as an Entered Apprentice 
on April 21, 1937, passed to the degree of  Fellowcraft 
on June 2, 1937, and on June 16, 1937 he was raised to 
the sublime degree of  a Master Mason.  

At the time of  his death in 1975 Walter Bernier 
(William’s Father) was a 55 year member of  Augusta 
Lodge. 

William Bernier worked in the forestry industry and 
attended three years at Montana State University in 
Bozeman. 

Three days after Japanese forces attacked Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii, William Bernier at age 26 had enlisted 
into the Army as a private. Bernier received basic 
training in Missouri, and was later commissioned into 
the Army Air Force. He graduated from the 10-week 
bombardment school at Ellington Field, Texas, and 

was assigned to a B-24 Liberator operational training 
squadron at Wendover Field, Utah. In October, 
1943, Bernier was ordered to Herington Field, 
Kansas, for final processing before duty overseas. He 
was assigned to the 90th Bomb Group, 321st Bomb 
Squadron, the “Jolly Rogers”, in the Fifth Air Force. 
The group’s heavy bombers were distinguished by 
a skull and crossed bombs painted on each B-24’s 
rudder. 

In March, 1944, the 90th Bomber Group had 
relocated to Nadzab Air Field, a forward base on 
New Guinea approximately 100 miles southeast 
of  enemy strongholds on that island. Bernier was 
reported missing in action on April 10, 1944 after a 
raid the Japanese held port at Hansa Bay. His B-24D, 
serial number 42-41188 “Hot Garters”  was leading 
a 60-bomber formation. Their plane went down 
after being hit by anti-aircraft fire over the city of  
Madang. The aircraft veered west and plummeted 
into the dense forest a few miles inland. At least four 
of  the 12 crewmen on board were able to parachute 
from he aircraft, according to observers, but were 
later reported to have died in captivity.
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Search attempts for the downed crew began 
immediately and continued after the war. The Army 
Graves Registration Service recovered the remains of  
three of  the missing Airmen. In 1949, however, AGRS 
concluded the remaining nine crew members--including 
Bernier--were unrecoverable.

Wreckage bearing the tail number of  Bernier’s aircraft 
was located in 2001 by a team of  the U.S. Central 
Identification Laboratory. Human and non-biological 
evidence was excavated from the site between 2008 and 
2011 by teams from Joint Prisoner of  War/Missing In 
Action Accounting Command (JPAC).  Bernier’s remains 
were positively identified earlier this year by scientists 
from JPAC and the Armed Forces DNA Identification 
Laboratory using circumstantial evidence and forensic 
identification tools including mitochondrial DNA that 
matched Bernier’s cousins.

The Army contacted Sandi Jones, Bernier’s niece in 
2011 and asked her if  she was willing to accept her 
uncle’s remains once they were positively identified, she 
said. It would be an honor, she told them. 

“I couldn’t believe it,” she said. “I was so amazed and so 
happy. ‘Oh my gosh, we’re bringing him home!’”

Bernier was eligible for interment at Arlington National 
Cemetery, Jones said. That didn’t feel right to her, and 
Jones opted to make local arrangements instead. 
“He was a Montana boy and he had never gone to Washington, 
D.C., as far as I know,” she said. “He never got to come home 
so it just seemed like the best thing was to take him home.”

It was fitting that Lt. Bernier was laid to rest on 
National POW/MIA Day, and to know he and his 
family have found peace. A hearse carrying Bernier’s 
remains arrived from Great Falls, Montana escorted by 
Montana’s Patriot Guard Riders. 

About 50 students from Augusta Public Schools lined 
the road to the cemetery waving American flags. 

 A color guard from the American Legion Post #51 
in Augusta, joined by other veterans from around the 
state, lined the entrance and welcomed the hearse into 
the cemetery.

The honor guard carried Bernier’s American flag-
draped casket from the hearse to his final resting 
place. The pallbearers held the flag taut throughout the 
service. 

Chaplain (Col.) Kenneth DuVall, 
the Montana National Guard’s state 
chaplain, officiated the ceremony and 
led the gathering of  approximately 
100 people in comforting words and 
prayer.

The Masonic Funeral Service for Brother William 
Bernier was coordinated with Augusta Lodge No. 54 
Chaplain DuVall and the following Officers of  the 
Grand Lodge AF&AM of  Montana: Worshipful Master 
- Brian Murphy, Deputy Grand Master; Chaplain - 
Lewis Smith, Senior Grand Warden; Apron - Daniel 
Gardiner, Assistant Grand Secretary; Evergreen - Jack 
Levitt - Past Grand Master; Scroll In Memory - Reid 
Gardiner, Grand Secretary.
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Masonic funerals are performed as a Masonic duty 
and as a token of  respect and fraternal affection to the 
memory of  the departed Brother. A Masonic funeral is 
in large part a celebration of  a man’s life, and a reminder 
to all that he upheld the high standards of  character 
expected of  a Mason; it honors a man of  honor. It is a 
beautiful thing, and one of  the most solemn duties of  
all Masons.

The Apron presentation reminds us among other 
things that  upon becoming a Mason, the first gift from 
the Lodge is the lambskin apron, and when a Mason 
passes, the last gift from the Lodge is the apron.

The Evergreen reminds us that we have an 
imperishable part within us which will survive the grave 
and like the evergreen our souls will hereafter flourish 
in eternal spring.
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Malmstrom AFB’s honor guard fired three salutary 
volleys toward the blue Montana sky followed by bugles 
playing taps and the Soldiers carefully folded Bernier’s 
flag into a tri-corner. Maj. Gen. Matthew Quinn, the 
Montana National Guard’s adjutant general, presented 
the flag to Sandi Jones, Bernier’s niece.

My Brethren, the roll of the workmen has been called, 
and one more Master Mason has not answered to 
his name. He has laid down the working tools of the 
Craft and with them he has left that mortal part for 
which he no longer has use.

His labors here below have taught him to divest his 
heart and conscience of the vices and superfluities 
of life, thereby fitting his mind as a living stone for 
that spiritual building—that house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.

Strengthened in his labors here by faith in God, 
and, confident of expectation of immortality, he has 
sought admission to the Celestial Lodge above.

Now My Work Is Done
 
Now my work is done,
fair winds and following seas
new shores await me.

The immortality of man
lies beyond the soul.
In the continuity of life
for as sure as Autumn fades
Spring is yet to bloom.

With new horizons sought,
awash in a field of dreams.
Farewell my brother and friend,
Fair winds and following seas.

Look not behind
Soar onward and outward
Beyond the wildest reach
To the heavens afar.

Now my work is done,
fair winds and following seas
new shores await me.
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During excavation at the wreckage site in 2001 by 
Joint Prisoner of  War/Missing In Action Accounting 
Command (JPAC), the team also recovered a Masonic 
Ring. The only member of  the crew who was a Mason 
was Brother William Bernier.

Article - Reid Gardiner

Ref:
Special thanks to: Sandi Jones

The following artists and photographers provided images 
used in this article:
Robert Stillwell, Graphic Artist, Malmstrom AFB
Darryl Flowers, Fairfield Sun Times 
John Thompson, Grand Historian

The following newspapers, websites, and magazines all 
provided information:
Archives of the Grand Lodge AF&AM of Montana
Malmstrom AFB website: 
http://www.malmstrom.af.mil/news/
The Fairfield Sun Ttimes
The Helena Independent Record
The Missoulian
The Associated Press
Pacific Wrecks  http://www.pacificwrecks.com
http://90thbombgroup.org/hotgarters.htm
Joint POW/MIA Accounting/CommandMissing
  Personnel Office (Public Affairs)
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The Founder's Cross is the rarest DeMolay honor 
ever given. It was only given by "Dad" Land to persons 
he desired to honor "for their personal, consistent 
and conspicuous loyalty to him." The jewel was to be 
worn over the heart. This was not a Grand or Supreme 
Council honor-- it was a personal expression of  "Dad" 
Land's heartfelt gratitude. Exactly 135 were given out in 
his lifetime between 1937 and 1959, and they are never 
to be issued again. Three Montana Masons received 
this Award.

Chandler Carroll Cohagen – of  Billings Montana, 
received the Award on October 15, 1937 in Seattle 
Washington. The Jewel is on display at the Billings 
Masonic Center. M.W. Bro. Cohagen was born on April 
24, 1889 in Pierson, IA and died on December 19, 1985. 
He was raised as a Master Mason in Billing Lodge No. 
113 on July 9, 1917 and was a Charter Member of  the 
Lodge where he served as W.M. in 1926. He was elected 
Grand Master of  Montana in 1951. He served as the 
first Executive Officer for Montana DeMolay. He also 
served as Grand Treasurer of  DeMolay International. 
By occupation he was as an Architect and was the lead 
architect in the design of  the Grand Lodge AF&AM 
of  Montana building. He studied architecture at the 
University of  Michigan College of  Architecture, where 
he was awarded the AIA school medal, graduating with 
a Bachelor of  Science degree in Architectural Design 
in 1915. Among Cohagen’s most well-known works 
are the Masonic Grand Lodge in Helena (1936); the A. 
V. McIver Deaconess Hospital of  Billings (1950); the 
Governor’s Mansion in Helena (1958); the Yellowstone 
County Courthouse in Billings (1958); and the Central 
Christian College in Billings (1961).

George Harold Hammer – of  Billings, Montana, 
received the Award on May 7, 1953 in Billings, 
Montana. The current location of  the award is 
unknown. A DeMolay Chapter was named for him. He 
served as Advisor for Montana DeMolay. The Great 
Falls, Montana Chapter at one point, was the largest 
Chapter in the world, and the Billings Chapter was the 
third largest. Brother Hammer was born on February 
20, 1904 in Gardner, MA; he died on June 9, 1965 in 
Billings, Montana. He was raised as a Master Mason 
on August 7, 1925 in Billings Lodge No. 113, Billings, 
Montana. He was a member of  the Scottish Rite, 33°. 
He was an Elder of  the First Presbyterian Church. By 
occupation he was a bookkeeper and was employed 
as an Accountant with the Montana-Dakota Utility 
Company.

Hugh Cecil Sutherland – of  Great Falls, Montana 
received the Award on August 3, 1959 and was the 
last recipient of  the 135 Founder’s Cross. The award 
was not presented by DAD Land, but by Chandler 
Cohagan in his place. The current location of  the award 
is unknown. Bro. Sutherland served as Chapter Advisor 
for Great Falls Chapter, which at one point, was the 
largest Chapter in the world. Brother Sutherland was 
born on October 28, 1894 in Chicago, IL, and died on 
June 19, 1969 in Great Falls, Montana. He was raised 
as a Master Mason on June 20, 1920 in Canal Zone 
No. 1, Ancan, C.Z., and affiliated with Cascade Lodge 
No. 34, Great Falls, Montana on December 23, 1924. 
He served as Potentate of  Algeria Shrine in 1955. By 
occupation he was a Cashier.
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Freemasonry is a fraternity-the oldest and largest 
organization for men in the world.  There are about 
One million five hundred thousand Masons in the 
United Sates alone. The chances are that your father, 
grandfather, or uncle was a member. You may have 
seen him wearing a ring or a lapel pin with the Masonic 
Square and Compass design.

By the time Freemasonry came to the American 
Colonies, around 1670, it had evolved into a Fraternity, 
comprised of  men from every walk of  life, every 
profession, and every social class. In Europe, its 
membership included not only scientists, philosophers, 
merchants, farmers, musicians, and men in public life, 
but especially the great military leaders. It was no 
different in the Americas.

George Washington, the first Commander in 
Chief  of  the American forces, was a member of  the 
Fraternity. Thirty-three of  the men Washington picked 
to serve under him were Freemasons, as were such 
Founding Fathers as Alexander Hamilton, Benjamin 
Franklin, Paul Revere, and John Hancock.

Commodore John Paul Jones, the father of  the 
United States Navy, was a Mason.

Baron Friedrich von Steuben, a Prussian Freemason 
who joined Washington at Valley Forge, is considered 
by many to be the founder of  the U.S. Army as an 
effective and disciplined fighting force.

Samuel Nicholas, who created the U.S. Marine Corps, 
was a Freemason.

General Henry “Hap” Arnold, who was with the Air 
Force from its infancy and developed it into a separate 
branch of  the Armed Services, was a Freemason.

William F. Reynolds, the first officer of  the U.S. 
Coast Guard to become an Admiral, was a Freemason.

Many Masons have had outstanding military records. 
To list only a few:
• General Omar Bradley         
• General Jimmy Doolittle
• Admiral Richard Byrd      
• General Mark W Clark    
• General George Marshall 
• Eddie Rickenbacker
• General Douglas MacArthur  
• Audie Murphy 
• General John J. Pershing     
    

• John Glenn John H. Glenn, Buzz Aldrin (and 11 
other astronauts)
• General Walter Boomer
• Admiral William G. Sizemore

Two hundred twenty-four of  the men who have 
been awarded the Congressional Medal of  Honor are 
members of  the Fraternity. 

Masons care about our veterans, too. In 1918, 
Masonic leaders from across the nation met to form 
The Masonic Service Association. The purpose was 
to create a central clearing-house for contributions 
of  time and money to help America’s veterans. The 
Hospital Visitation Program is in more than 175 
Veterans Administration Medical Centers, 26 state 
operated Veterans Homes, and a number of  military 
hospitals. Hundreds of  Masonic volunteers give more 
than a quarter-million hours each year to help America’s 
veterans, regardless of  whether the veteran is a Mason.

Sir Winston Churchill, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, and President Harry S. Truman were 
all Freemasons. During the height of  the Second 
World War, Truman made a special appearance in 
the newsreels being shown in movie theatres all over 
America.  He said, in part, 
“At this very moment, in fox-holes and on shipboard, beneath 
the sea and in the air, countless hands are being clasped in 
fraternal recognition of  each other in the darkness as well as in 
the daylight. And countless fathers, bravely wishing Godspeed 
to their departing sons, are saying ‘Boy, when your hour of  
darkness and loneliness comes, find a Freemason, and tell him 
you are the son of  a Freemason, and you’ll find a friend.”

General Douglas MacArthur once said: “Freemasonry 
embraces the highest moral laws and will bear the test of  any 
system of  ethics or philosophy ever promulgated for the uplift 
of  man.”

Harry Truman said. Anywhere in the world they might be, 
even in a hostile country, they would find friends and Brothers. 

It’s also true that you’ll find in Freemasonry 
something else that’s found in the military-men you 
can trust. Men who will back you, no matter what. 
Men who understand what it means to live lives of  
honor and integrity. Men who won’t leave you to face 
the enemy, or the world, by yourself.

It’s been a long time since warriors went into battle 
on horseback, armed with lance and battleaxe, and it’s 
been a long time since Masons built castles. The tools 
of  both have changed-but the spirit hasn’t.

Freemasonry and Military Service



Page 27

Montana Army Lodge No. 1 (U.D.)

In 1917 members of  the 163rd Infantry from Fort 
William Henry Harrision located at Helena, Montana 
formed the Montana Army Lodge No. 1., with a charter 
membership of  twenty-three Master Masons, all at that 
time members of  the Second Montana Infantry later 
known as the 163rd United States Infantry.

The first meeting was held in Stateroom 325, of  
the USS Leviathan, formerly the Hamburg-American 
liner “Vaterland,” then and now the largest ship afloat. 
This meeting was held on the evening of  December 
21, 1917, the ship being at the time just off  the south 
coast of  Iceland. The Lodge held, all together, eighteen 
meetings. The last being held at St. Aignan, France, 
January 18, 1919.

The nineteenth meeting was a special Communication 
of  the Grand Lodge of  Montana held at St. Aignan on 
March 29, 1919, under Proxy from Most Worshipful 
Grand Master Brother E. M. Hutchinson for the 
purpose of  installing Right Worshipful R. E. Hathaway 
as Senior Grand Warden.

Of  the Masons raised by the Montana Army Lodge 
-Orville L. Anderson was killed in action before being 
initiated. Chauncey R. Fowler was elected at the last 
meeting of  the Lodge, but was not initiated; Louis 
N. Fournier and Albert Jorgenson were initiated but 
owing to being transferred to another Division were 
not passed. All the others were initiated, passed and 
raised in Due Form.

The following degrees were conferred by courtesy 
upon proper authority from this Grand Lodge: S. 
Clarke Kennett, M.M. Degree for Helena No. 3, Helena, 
Montana. William V. Fivans, E.A., F.C. and M.M. 
Degrees for Livingston No. 32, Livingston, Montana. 
Leonard S. Beard, E.A. Degree for Starr King No. 344, 
San Francisco, Calif. Walter W. ‘McDonald, E.A. and 
F.C. Degrees for Bozeman No. 18 Bozeman, Montana. 
D. S. Lewis, E.A. and F.C. Degrees for Three Forks 
No. 73, Three Forks, Montana. Stanley Arkwright, 
E.A., F.C. and M.M. Degrees for Yellowstone No. 26, 
Miles City, Montana.

The Lodge received requests and authority to confer 
one hundred and three courtesy degrees, but was 
unable to comply with more than those above listed. 
The meeting places of  the Lodge were various. Several 
meetings were held in a school building in St. Alignan, 
until the trustees of  the school entered an objection 
to the use of  the building by Freemasons. Thereafter 
meetings were held in a building rented by the United 
States Army for an Officers’ Mess. While the Lodge

was meeting at Montrichard, France, three different 
places were utilized, viz: A cave, a mushroom canning 
factory and a warehouse. At Bouree, France two 
meetings were held in a chateau owned by an American 
named, Wells, who very kindly gave the Lodge the use 
of  a large room.

Of  the unfinished work of  the Lodge arrangements 
were already made to have the degrees upon Candidate 
Chauncey R. Fowler conferred by Yellowstone Lodge 
No. 26. Sea and Field Lodge No. 2, of  the jurisdiction 
of  New York conferred the F.C. and M.M. degrees 
upon Brother Albert Joigenson, at Paris, France.

Major Foot, Master of  Montana Army Lodge 
stated I want to say that we Masons of  Montana “in 
our Country’s Service” enjoyed the work of  our Army 
Lodge and I feel that it has justified the granting of  the 
Dispensation. The Masons we made were all good material 
and I am certain will be a Credit to the Craft. While we 
frequently met and labored under great difficulty, we always 
parted with a feeling that it was all worthwhile, and in the 
Lodge room, the only place where officers and enlisted men 
could meet on the level, where no military rank prevailed, we 
were Brothers together and the ties that bound and united 
us before, had for us a newer, a greater and a more solemn 
meaning. And now, as the Master of  Montana Lodge No. 
1, I return to you the gavel placed in my hand by Most 
Worshipful Grand Master Jones on September 8, 1917 
,and trust that you will find my work to be good and true.”

Article complied by information from the Grand Lodge of  
Oklahoma, Masonic Service Association, Archives of  the 
Grand Lodge of  Montana and Daniel Gardiner paper on 
the Montana Army Lodge.
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Robert J. Hathaway
Grand Master 

1920-1921

Dr. Hathaway as born at    
Ovid, Michigan on January 
24, 1874. He attended public 
schools in Ovid and the     
University of  Michigan and 
the University of  Illinois 
from which he received his 
Doctor of  Medicine. 

Later  he took  advance work at the Universities of  
Paris and Vienna. 

Dr. Hathaway moved to Glendive Montana in 1902. 
He served as the County Health Officer and was in 
private practice. He was Chief  Surgeon of  Grace 
Hospital from 1902 to 1917. He entered the U.S. 
Army in 1917 and served as an instructor of  medical 
officers at Ft. Riley, Kansas and later was in charge 
of  a hospital train in France. He was discharged as a 
Lt. Colonel in the reserve and returned to Glendive. 
He served as Superintendent of  the State Hospital 
in Warm Springs from 1921 to 1925. He moved to 
Evanston, Illinois and practiced medicine for sixteen 
years before returning to Glendive. He was a fellow 
of  the American College of  Surgeons, and member 
of  various medical associations and a delegate to the 
London Peace Conference. 

Brother Hathaway received his degrees in Glendive 
Lodge No. 31. He was Initiated on January 23, 1904. 
Passed on February 19, 1904 and raised to the sublime 
degree of  a Master Mason on March 19, 1904. He 
served as Worshipful Master in 1908. A special 
Communication of  the Grand Lodge Montana held at 
St. Aignan, France on March 29, 1919, under Proxy 
from Most Worshipful Grand Master Brother E. M. 
Hutchinson for the purpose of  installing Robert J. 
Hathaway as Senior Grand Warden. Lt. Col. LeRoy 
Foot, WM of  Montana Army Lodge No. 1, installed 
Brother Hathaway as Right Worshipful Senior Grand 
Warden. (Brother Foot became Grand Master of  Montana in 
1931.) M.W. Brother Hathaway was also a member of  
the York Rite, Scottish Rite, Shrine and the Order of  
Eastern Star. He died on July 15th 1955 and was buried 
in Middlebury, Michigan.

LeRoy Foot
Grand Master 

1931-1932

LeRoy A. Foot was born 
at Melrose, Minnesota on 
September 9th, 1882. He 
was raised on a ranch near 
Minot, North Dakota where 
he attended school and the 
University of  North Dakota 
receiving his Law Degree in 
1906. He moved to Kalispell, 
Montana to practice Law  
with C.H. Foot. In 1923 he moved to Choteau and 
engaged in a Law practice with his brother Stanley R. 
Foot. 

While in Kalispell he joined the National Guard, 
organizing Company F of  the old 2nd Montana 
Regiment and was its first Captain. As soon as the 
United States entered the war, he went with his company 
to France, serving as division machine gun officer and 
Assistant Chief  of  Staff  of  the 41st Division, with the 
rank of  Major. At the close of  the war he returned to 
Montana, serving as Lieutenant Colonel of  the 163rd 
Infantry, Montana National Guard. He retired with the 
rank of  Brigadier General.

In 1921 he moved to Helena, where he was Deputy 
Attorney General. In 1924 he became Attorney 
General, holding that office until 1933. He moved 
to Fort Peck where he was with the legal department 
during the construction of  Fort Peck Dam. In 1936 he 
went to Sacramento, CA, and served with the Army 
Engineers during for the construction of  Shasta Dam.

Brother Foot received his degrees in Kalispell Lodge 
No. 42: Initiated on January 6, 1910; Passed on January 
20, 1910 and raised to the sublime degree of  a Master 
Mason on February 14, 1910. Upon moving to Choteau 
he dimited from Kalispell No. 42 and affiliated with 
Choteau Lodge No. 44, serving as Worshipful Master in 
1920. He also served as Worshipful Master of  Montana 
Army Lodge No. 1. Brother Foot was appointed Senior 
Grand Steward in 1922 and was elected Grand Master 
of  Montana in 1931. M.W. Brother Foot was also a 
member of  the York Rite, Order of  the Eastern Star 
and Shrine. He died on August 22, 1955 in Sacramento, 
California where he was buried with Masonic funeral 
honors.

Hands of the Workmen
Reid Gardiner (3)
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Old Tyler Talks 
Substitutes at Funerals
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Old Tyler Talks 

Carl H. Claudy                                                                                                                       

“It’s too bad!” complained the New Brother, “I’ve got 
drawn on a funeral committee on the very day I want to 
play golf. I wonder if I can find a substitute?”

“Very likely,” answered the Old Tiler. “The world is full 
of substitutes who perform the duties of people too 
lazy, inefficient, and careless of the rights of others to 
do it themselves.”

“Oh, come now, don’t be so rough!” The New Brother 
winced. “Going to funerals is all form. Why, I never 
even saw this deceased brother! What difference will it 
make to him or his family if I go to his funeral myself or 
get someone else to go for me?”

“No difference at all,” agreed the Old Tiler. “The only 
person to whom it will make any difference will be you.”

“The difference it will make to me will be the difference 
between being bored and having a good game of golf!” 
asserted the New Brother.

“It will make other difference.” The Old Tiler was very 
emphatic. “One of them is that the only importance 
Masonry has is what it does to a man’s heart. Objectively, 
it is of less importance than the necktie he wears. The 
important part of Masonry is its leavening power on 
that part of a man which is the ego, the person, the 
individual.

“The effect Masonry has on a man’s heart is aided 
by the mechanics of Masonry; temple, lodge room, 
dignity of the order, its public appearances, the respect 
it shows to its dead, its educational work, appeal to 
the general public, its secrecy, its reputation of being 
above party and politics, its alliance with all religion 
and its participation in none. These make Masonry 
objective, but they are the outward semblance of the 
inward and spiritual Masonry. These you ought to 
know for yourself: charity, relief, brotherly love, truth, 
knowledge, self-sacrifice, tolerance.

“But how can you separate the inward and spiritual 
from the outward and objective? We build beautiful 
temples and meet in handsome lodge rooms, to express 
our love for our belief. We make lodge work dignified, 
well done, impressive, to express to ourselves our sense 
of the dignity of the truths we teach. We conduct the 
funeral of a deceased brother, not to make a show 
before the world, but to express to ourselves our regret 
that a brother has departed and our conviction that he 
has but traveled upward to that Temple Not Made With 
Hands, where the Supreme Architect waits for all who 
have been builders upon earth.

“The world does judge by externals. As we make an 
impressive appearance at a funeral, so do the profane 
judge us. If we make a poor and straggling appearance 
at a funeral, we are judged by those who do not know 
Masonry from the inside. Therefore it is important to 
those who care for the good name of Masonry that 
our funerals are well attended and that we conform to 
these outward marks of grief which custom has made 
essential at a funeral.

“It is usual to have a funeral committee. In large lodges 
it is more essential than in small, because in small 
lodges everyone knows everyone else and goes to a 
funeral because he wants to. In large lodges we don’t 
know everyone, and unless we have a committee we 
don’t put up the right kind of ‘front’ at a funeral. The 
more obscure and unknown the brother, the less the 
size of the lodge turnout. Hence the committee, chosen 
by lot or alphabetical order.

“In this lodge we have many members and we chose 
fifty brethren by the alphabet. Once in twenty funerals 
your name will be drawn. If we have five funerals a year, 
which is average, you will be called upon once in four 
years to aid your lodge to show its respect for the grief of 
the family of a departed brother, and show the profane 
that Masonry honors its own.

“You can get a substitute. I will substitute for you if you 
wish. I have no golf game to attract me. I substitute for 
a many good men. Sometimes I substitute because of 
a real reason; business, absence, illness. Sometimes I 
substitute because a man is too careless and too lazy to 
do his own work. But then, nothing I can do will help 
him. For the sake of the lodge I go in his place. For his 
own sake I try to show him what a mistake he makes in 
delegating to another the duty he owes his fraternity.

“Masonry means something in my heart. It means more 
as its reputation grows. If anything I can do aids that 
reputation, I am glad. When is this funeral you want me 
to attend for you?

“I don’t want you to,” answered the New Brother. “I’ve 
got to go now...”

“What’s your hurry?” asked the Old Tiler.

“I want to see the Secretary and tell him to put me down 
as a possible substitute next time, when someone does 
what I was going to do- miss my chance to do my last 
duty to one of my brethren.”
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The image above is from artwork provided by Fred Cowie as a salute 
to our nation’s military and the Masons who have served.

FRED COWIE’S ART BIO

Fred Cowie began painting watercolors in 1980 under the tutelage 
of the late King Kuka, renowned Blackfeet Indian Artist, in East 
Glacier, Montana.

For twenty-five years Fred’s paintings have honored the basics of 
traditional Montana:  mountain and prairie landscapes, Indian 
motifs, homesteading, wildlife, and trout.  

 “Simplicity, earthiness and naturalness, that’s what I’m after.  
Real art, reasonably priced.”

fredcowie@aol.com   40-431-331   webpage: fredcowie.com
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(Team in white, Left: Daniel Gardiner, Helena #3 (MT); Center: Alessandro Gagliardi, 
Mariners #67 (NY); Right: Jason Bogstie, Oriental #60 (ID), all Scottish Rite Masons)

The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, SJ, again promoted Tough Mudder events. There 
were two this year, one at Lake Tahoe, and one for the Washington D.C area in Virginia. Tough Mudder 
endurance events raise awareness and donate a porton of their entrance fees for the Wounded Warrior 
program. Participants may also raise funds (as Billings area Venerable Master Chris Rubich did). The Scottish 
Rite proudly spports the Wounded Warrior project.

By:  Daniel Gardiner ()
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From the Scottish Rite 
headquarters at the 
House of the Temple 
in Washington D.C., 
Arturo de Hoyos kicked 
off the Tough Mudder 
event with education in 
Sacramento and later 
with the Team. Pictured 
here with DI Ron 
Martin, Helena #3.

Bros. Rob McGill and 
Dorian Spencer help 
Jason Bogstie over the 
wall to get out of the 
starting obstacle pit. 
The announcers told 
the crowd to watch the 
Scottish Rite, because 
that’s how you do 
teamwork!

Tough Mudders boast 
a 74% completion rate. 
Our first injury came 
early: Montana’s own 
Bro. Lewie Fletcher 
blew a hamstring. With 
him for support from 
the House of the 
Temple are Dean Alban 
and Stand Dodds and 
their wives.

Alessandro takes the 
Funky Monkey like a
beast.

Bro. Lewie Fletcher (aka 
“Senior Chief”, figures a 
blown hamstring won’t 
stop him after all and 
takes the rope over the 
wall. Indomitable will 
and persistence: look 
no further.

The Team’s favorite 
obstacle: a greased and 
muddy climb up from a 
trench to the top, which 
was easily conquered 
through team-work-
brothers helping brothers.

Bro. Josh Gardiner 
leads the way, but look 
out: We have a man 
down! Billings Mason 
Chris Rubich famously 
takes 10,000 volts and 
quickly scurries his way 
to the exit. To the left of 
Bro. Ted is Bro. Dorian 

Spencer of San Diego, who returns to make sure that Bro. 
Rubich is not left behind.

Returning Mudders 
upgrade their 
headband from 
Orange to Green. Not 
pictured is last year’s 
Scottish Rite Mudder 
Rob McGill, who like 
Bro. Lewie Fletcher, 
succumbed to the 

course. All 14 Scottish Rite Mudders at Tahoe deserve a 
hearty congratulations, for their support and dedication 
to getting Freemasons visible and engaged in causes such 
as this.

A great Scottish Rite 
Mason in action: Bro. 
Ted Upton assists other 
participants not on our 
Team down the hill.
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Attached is a picture of (l to r) Past Grand Monarch Robert 
Black, Grand Master of Montana Donald Cerovski, and 
Monarch of Hassan Grotto - Ronald Zobrak.
 
GM Cerovski was provided the honor of being made a 
“Prophet at Sight” of Hassan Grotto - Great Falls, MT by 
Grand Monarch Mitch Weinsting of the Grottoes of North 
America, under the guidance of Past Grand Monarch 
Robert Black at Hassan Grotto’s Annual Fundraiser 
Dinner. The Grotto serves as the “Playground for Master 
Masons”. Hassan Grotto began in Great Falls, MT in 1957 
and dissolved in 1984. It was reinstituted in 2006 and has 
been growing since that time. If any Brother would like 
to know more about the Grottoes of North America, the 
mission of the Grottoes of North America in general, or 
Hassan Grotto in particular, they can go to scgrotto.org, 
or contact myself at recathel-owp@msn.com.
                 -Roger E. Cathel, Secretary, Hassan Grotto

Bother Jarrid Watkins (left behind banner) and WM Sims 
(right) pose with members of Boulder-Basin Lodge #41 
and the degree team that performed the Master Mason 
degree for Bro. Watkins on September 23rd, in the 
Boulder lodge.

North West Distrct Meeting
September 20 - Kalispell

Frank Noble,  Sr. Gr. Steward  covers the plans outlined 
by the Grand Master for theyear.

Brothers from around the North West District, listened 
and asked questions about plans and actions for the year.

Boulder- Basin No. 41
Master Mason Degree

Grand Master Newest Member 
of 

HassAn Grotto

Brother Jarrid Watkins, newly made Master Mason of Boulder-
Basin Lodge #41 and Worshipful Master Mike Sims.
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 Master of  ceremonies Glenn Ophus gave a brief  
review of  the roots and tree of  masonry that grew 
the branch known as Treasure Lodge # 95 in Big 
Sandy. He also reviewed the lodge’s early years and 
its association with the town in its formative years.

He then moved on to the featured highlight of  the 
day; introducing nine of  the ten 50 year masons 
of  Treasure Lodge. Brother Reinholt E. Bitz-67 
years;  Brother Thomas M. Quinn-65 years; Brother 
Robert W. Finke-65 years; Brother Fred G. Bitz-64 
years;Brother Lionell B. Grass-64 years; Brother 
Arnold A. O’Neil-62 years; Brother Leo G. Bitz-59 
years; Brother Lindy H. Ray-55 years;and Brother 
Bernard D. Ellingson-51 years. It was a great success 
to have these nine honored Brothers in attendance. 
Only one 50 year member, Brother Hal J. Lund-59 
years was unable to attend.
 
  The event was graced with the presence of  two Past 
Grand Masters and their wives, Most Worshipful 
Brother Donald Kimmel and Most Worshipful 
Brother Jack Anderson and seven current Grand 
Lodge officers including the Most Worshipful Grand 
Master Donald Cerovski. All were introduced with 
Most Worshipful Grand Master Cerovski concluding
the formal program with a short address.

All of  the masons then gathered around the “rock” for 
pictures. The “rock” sign was recently built and donated 
to the lodge by Brother Ray Sibra, and his wife Amy 
to commemorate Treasure Lodges 100 years. It has 
generated a lot of  enthusiasm and was a real contribution 
to the success of  our event.
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Behind This Door 
Lies A Treasure Trove 

Of Historic 
Montana Artifacts

The Montana Masonic Foundation

Invites You To Explore 

Our All New Expanded 

Museum

 N Park Avenue  Helena, Montana
 -

   Meriwether Lewis’ Masonic
apron, which he carried on the 
Corps of Discovery trek across 
the country, is displayed along 
with two painting depicting the 
first Masonic meeting in the 
Territory, now the State of 
Montana.

   This British drum with its 
original drum sticks was played 
in both the Revolutionary and 
Civil Wars.

   The Grand Masters’ Lion Paw signet ring is made of gold 
mined at Alder Gulch, Virginia City, Montana in 1887 by Samuel 
Word who was one of the first lawyers admitted to practice in 
Montana on December 4, 1864. 
   These are but a few of the treasures waiting for you to discover 
at the site of one of Helena’s first gold claims.

Call for more information: 406 442-7774    
     

WWW.grandlodgemontana.org
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Since the close of the 14th Annual Communication 
there have been many questions  asked, many rumors 
initiated and a great deal of frequent misinformation. 
In an effort to clarify to everyone the following is that 
action as was approved and directed by the voting 
members of the Craft assembled:

Grand Masters Recommendation No. R-- 

“The Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M. of Montana directs 
the Board of Trustees of the Masonic Home of 
Montana to prepare a plan for an exit strategy for the 
closure of the Masonic Home within six months and 
to include what assets should be sold, or kept, and 
what should be kept, and how to properly shut down 
the Masonic Home. 

The incoming Grand Master create a special 
committee to find a means to utilize the remaining 
assets of the Masonic Home, including the all the 
legal entities and funds owned and controlled by 
the Home, and the proceeds from the sale of the 
Home’s real property, to provide charity to our needy 
brothers and family members in their local areas. 
This committee is directed to report its findings and 
recommendations to the Grand Lodge at the 201 
Annual Communication. 

This directive is issued under the authority 
granted to the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Montana 
in Paragraph 2 of the Articles of Incorporation of the 
Masonic Home of Montana.”

Economics of the Masonic Home

The following information is taken from reports 
provided for the Proceedings. 

Year      MH Assets

1   ,00,30,000
1   ,22,,000
2001   ,3,0,000
2002   ,04,12,000
200   4,00,000,000
2010   3,03,2,000 
2012   3,104,0,000 
2013   2,22,0,000
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